
February 1, 2006 
 
The Honorable John H. Stroger, Jr. 
Commission President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
118 N. Clark, Rm. 537 
Chicago, IL  60602 
 
Dear Commissioner Stroger,  
 
On behalf of the Metropolitan Planning Council, I am writing to express our 
strong support of Assessor Jim Houlihan’s proposal to reduce apartment 
assessment levels for Class 3 multifamily properties from 26 percent to 20 
percent. This is a proven strategy to preserve and expand needed rental 
housing options in Cook County, responding to lessons learned in the private 
market. 
 
As a regional policy organization promoting sensible growth, equity of 
opportunity and economic competitiveness, MPC is repeatedly faced with the 
hardships caused by the shortage of quality rental housing, especially near jobs 
and transportation.  Those paying the price for this hardship include young 
professionals and entry level employees looking to reduce their commutes, 
seniors hoping to “age in place,” employers aspiring to attract and retain a 
competitive workforce, and municipal leaders trying to advance sensible 
growth in their own back yards.  We’ve worked with developers, employers, 
local and state policymakers to explore solutions which expand the quality 
rental options available in the region, and the high 26 percent level of 
assessment — in Cook County — inevitably surfaces as a primary barrier. 
 
We support Assessor Houlihan’s proposal to phase in gradual reductions from 
26 percent to 24 percent in 2006, from 24 percent to 22 percent in 2007, and 
from 22 percent to 20 percent in 2008 to reduce the tax burden on 
apartments, and believe that the impact on other classes of property would be 
negligible.    
 
The current 26 percent assessment level for Class 3 multi-family buildings is 
over 62 percent higher than the assessment level for Class 2 single-family 
residential property (at 16 percent of assessed value).  This unfair tax burden 
is being shouldered, overwhelmingly, by working families and lower-income 



renters.   Lowering the assessment level will also remove a major barrier to the 
development of additional, sorely needed, housing in Cook County.  
 
MPC is working with many other organizations across the state to deliver property tax 
relief by finally reducing the state’s reliance on the local property tax to support our 
schools.  This proposal is just one step toward long-needed reform in Cook County – to 
treat all taxpayers fairly and provide property tax relief to families in the county.   
 
MPC urges you to support this measure, and to thus encourage the development, 
rehabilitation and preservation of multifamily rental housing in Cook County.    
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
MarySue Barrett 
President 
Metropolitan Planning Council 
 


