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• Mayor Daley formed the Department of Children and Youth Services 
(CYS) in 2004 to consolidate the delivery of services for children and 
youth in Chicago.

• About 60% of our funding comes from the federal Head Start grant.

• CYS reaches over 100,000 children and youth a year with early 
childhood services, youth development programs, and workforce 
development services.

• Our scope of work is possible through partnerships with over 300 
community-based organizations throughout the city.
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Demographic Highlights 
• Increases in the child and youth populations in northwest, 

southwest and southeast communities with decreases in the 
center of the city, surrounding the business district.

• Substantial growth in the number of Latino children and youth in
many communities throughout the city.

• A shift of children and youth living in poverty from central 
communities to the outer edges of the city's boundaries where, 
historically, fewer child and youth services have been located.

• Many neighborhoods in the south and west sides of the city that 
have experienced a decrease in population continue to have 
large numbers of children and youth living in poverty. 
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• Since 2000, the number of 0–5-year-olds has stabilized.

• The number of children 13 to 18 years old remained relatively 
constant between 1990 and 2005.

• Projects a slight decrease in the 13–18-year-olds from 2005–
2010, while 

• the number of 6–12-year-olds will level off during that period.
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Growth Patterns in the 
Population of Children 
Ages 0-17, 1990-2005 
(Fig. 5, page 10)
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• West Town lost over 
10,000.

• Belmont-Cragin & 
Brighton Park  each 
gained over 10,000.

Change in Population of 
Children Ages 0-17, 
1990-2005 
(Fig. 6, page 12)
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The Population in Many 
Community Areas Did not 
Substantially Grow or 
Decline
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• Continued Growth

• NW Side

• SW Side

• SE Side

• Decline

• West Side

• Near South

Projected Change in 
Population of Children 
Ages 0-17, 2005-2010  
(Fig. 7, page 13)
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Latino Child Population

• Of 29 Community Areas with large growth since 1990, 
27 had increases in Latino child population.  

• Areas with largest overall growth have had largest 
growth in Latino child population.

• Number of Latino children is projected to surpass 
number of African-American children by late in this 
decade.
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Percentage of Children 
Ages 0-17 Living in 
Poverty, 2005
(Fig. 11, page 20)
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Number of Out-of-School 
Time Slots per Youth Ages 
13-17, 2006
(Fig. 14, page 28)

• Spatial mismatch: where are 
the services vs. where are 
the needs

(Dark blue areas correspond to 
census tracks with increased 
number of poor children.)
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Greatest Challenges for Chicago

• Chicago Housing Authority Relocations:
• Identifying communities with greatest service 

needs and
• Reallocating services to the communities that 

need them
• Increase in Latino births

• Making efforts to understand demographic 
changes and

• Adapting our programs and services to fit those 
changes

• Results in more fluid program designs
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What does this mean for Chicago Housing 
Authority and the City of Chicago?

• Poverty is concentrating in areas away from the 
Central Business District.

• There is a relative shortage of early childhood and 
daycare slots in parts of the city.  How does this affect 
job-seeker decisions to enter or leave the job market?  
Children, ages 0-5 are no longer where they 
traditionally have lived.  How do we ensure that 
income eligible children are being served?
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What does this mean for Workforce 
Development in Chicago?

• Out-of-School Time services promote job readiness. Overall 
there are not enough Out-of-School Time slots to serve 
Chicago’s youth, especially in areas of high need and growth.  
How do we work to adjust Out-of-School Time slots so that those 
most “at-risk,” choose to participate?

• How can information like this guide families and those who are 
helping families find services.  (particularly CHA and relocatees).  
How do we re-educate families and those assisting families 
seeking services to the new reality of the plan for transformation 
particularly in areas of:

• Early Childhood Education?
• Youth Development?
• Youth Employment?
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Thank You

Commissioner Mary Ellen Caron, Ph.D.

October 17, 2008
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