
About DCYF 
Children's Fund 
In 1991, San Francisco became the first city in the country to guarantee 
funding for children each year in the city budget. This was achieved by 
amending the city charter with what has become known as The Children’s 
Amendment. This groundbreaking amendment was reauthorized in 
November, 2000, when it passed with 74% of votes. 

The Children’s Amendment created a Children’s Fund by setting aside a 
portion of property taxes each year—three cents per one hundred dollars of 
assessed value. The Children’s Fund is administered by the Department of 
Children, Youth & Their Families and will be in effect until June 30, 2015, 
when it will have to be renewed by the San Francisco electorate. 

Children’s Amendment History 
DCYF Director Margaret Brodkin wrote an extensive history and explanation 
of the Children’s Amendment—San Francisco's landmark initiative to fund 
children's services—while she was employed as Executive Director of 
Coleman Advocates for Children and Youth. It is linked here with permission 
from Coleman Advocates for Children and Youth. 

Children’s Amendment Overview 
The Children’s Amendment is Section 16.108 of the San Francisco City 
Charter. The basic elements are: 

• The Children’s Fund shall be used exclusively for services for children 
ages 0 to 17 years old.  

• Eligible services for the Children’s Fund are child care, recreation, 
afterschool, arts, health, workforce readiness, youth empowerment, 
violence prevention, educational enrichment, and family support.  

• There is a three-year planning cycle for use of the Children’s Fund, 
requiring a Community Needs Assessment and a Children’s Services 
Allocation Plan. Significant community participation is required in the 
development of these documents.  

• A Children’s Fund Citizen’s Advisory Committee, consisting of 15 
members appointed by the Mayor, shall advise the Department of 
Children, Youth & Their Families and the Mayor regarding the use of 
the Fund.  

 

http://www.sfgov.org/
http://www.colemanadvocates.org/take_action/strategies/childrens_amendment.html
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