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The Congestion Headlines

Congestion Is growing...
...In cities of all sizes

It affects more;
—{imes of the day,
— roads,

— pbuses & trains

t occurs on weekends, in the country...
t affects people and freight

t IS caused byiourattempts to fix It
And its rarely “typical”




The Congestion Context

Transportation Is only one element of Uilean
decisions

Quality of life

Econemic Development

IHome

Schools

Spouse’s job

Agencies have many. cencerns
Safety
Infrastructure guality,
Envirenment
Homeland secunty.
And more



Congestion Is Getting Worse in
Cities of All Sizes.. veryLage=2m+
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Expanding Travel Delay &
Shrnking Free-Elow IHours
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....& Chicago Congestion Is Worse

Than Mest
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Chicago’s Congestion “Tax”

Average Chicago peak period traveler:
— 46 hours of extra travel time in 2005
— 32 gallons of wasted fuel

—$900 cost of time and fuel

The region:

— 203 million heurs
— 142 million gallens
—$4 billion cost



Frelght Congestion
Aﬂ(ey Elem.mt of the Z&tgentury Economy
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Just to “ Stay Even”

Growihi iR populatienand jobs means
each year Chicagermust add:

300" lane-miles ofi readwaly

QJf

Expand transit system by 12%
Or

All new workers telecommute
Or

IHope fier a rECESSIoN??



When do you have to think about
congestion?
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Coengestion growth IS not just a few
minutes of extrastravel time

Plan areund traffic for more of the day
Congested roads and trains are less reliable
Travel'time varies with seasons and events

Congestion affects more ...
— Neighborhoods

— Job centers
— Transportation network

Access to Jobs, Welkers and markets



Congestion problems in rural
" Texasiare a littleidifferent ....




Congestion problems in rural
" Texasiare a littleidifferent ....




Congestion Has Many Causes

Special Events/®ther
5%

Poor Signal Timing
5%

Bottlenecks

40%
Bad Weather X

15%

Work Zones
10%

Traffic Incidents
25%



. Stalled Vehicles and Crashes
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Why Do We Say “ Rush Hour” ?

No one IS rushing anywhere and not'an hour
Midday congestion
\Weekend'congestion

Plan around congestion alliday
When do you moeve freight?
When do yeu leave for the airport?

Problems have different solutions



Congestion & Reliability Problems
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Moederate Congestion,
Unreliable @fiPeaks
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Construction Projects:
Solution and ProplIgr
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Other Aspects of the Congestion
Problem:?

How do we talk about thie preblems?
Public expectations?

Dowe talkiabout the: benefits of solutions?
Are Wwe accountable toithe public?

IS our data transparent and' relevant to the public
and businesses?

How would we operate Ifi there were no Trust
Fund?

— Spending wouldfcempete with other needs
— More talk abeut benefits




The Big Picture

Congestioni s had and getting worse

There are large costs to people, businesses and
the ecenomy

Affects person and freight travel

St ....

There are solutions — need them all and need new
ones

Agency, business and traveler decisions
Addressing the prebleni can provide huge benefits

(http://mobility.tamu.edl)
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