Please fax your letter to (and cc: Samantha DeKoven at MPC. Fax to 312-922-5619):
· Your state’s Congressional delegation

· Rep. Barney Frank

· Rep. Maxine Waters

· The Transportation and Infrastructure Committee members (chaired by James Oberstar)

· Members of the Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Affairs (chaired by Rep. John Olver)

Dear Rep.     :
I am writing to request your support for new federal efforts to promote livable communities and invest federal resources in a way that is coordinated and goal-driven through the transportation, climate, and energy reauthorization bills, as well as the proposed FY 2010 HUD budget. I want to commend the Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Dept. of Transportation (DOT), and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for their joint commitment to apply a series of “livability principles” to federal transportation, environmental protection and housing spending.
We need federal investments to be made wisely, based on measurable criteria. Transportation and housing investments must:

1. Address the jobs-housing mismatch 
2. Link housing, transportation, and workforce 
3. Offer transportation options which facilitate access to work and amenities and reduce congestion 
4. Spark economic opportunities 
Please support the HUD budget, including fully funding: 
· The Sustainable Communities Initiative, which proposes demonstration grants for regional and local efforts to integrate transportation and housing planning and investments to maximize choices and lower transportation costs;  

· The Transformation Initiative, to evaluate successful initiatives, fund demonstration grants to test new ideas, assist with technical assistance and capacity-building, and invest in technology;
· The Choice Neighborhoods Program, which will address concentrated poverty; and 
· The National Housing Trust Fund which will preserve, rehab, and build quality affordable home opportunities.
As federal transportation funding runs out, we must re-envision the transportation authorization bill in a way that promotes accountability and delivers results. Support transportation objectives by signing on as a co-sponsor of the National Transportation Objectives Act of 2009 (HR 2724). This bill includes measurable criteria, such as:
· Reduce per capital vehicle miles traveled by 16 percent

· Increase proportion of freight transportation provided by railroad and intermodal services by 20 percent.

· Reduce average household combined housing plus transportation costs by 25 percent, using 2000 as a base year.
· Increase by 50 percent the number of essential destinations (work and non-work) accessible within 30 minutes by public transportation or 15 minutes by walking, for low-income, senior, and disabled populations.
· Reduce transportation-generated carbon dioxide level by 40 percent.
Support workforce housing solutions and employer-assisted housing by re-introducing the Housing America’s Workforce Act. Contact Rep. Nydia Velasquez and sign on as a co-sponsor.

I urge you to support these efforts to create sustainable communities and include strong incentives for coordinated land use, transportation and workforce planning and investments in the next transportation, climate and energy bills. 

Sincerely,
