
 

April 21, 2011 
 
The Honorable Randy Hultgren 
427 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Hultgren: 
 
Please support strategic transportation planning in T4. Today, we spend transportation dollars based on 
arbitrary formulas divided into isolated silos that fragment road, highway, transit, rail, bike, and 
pedestrian projects.  Instead, we should be making targeted investments that advance strategic 
coordinated regional goals and a strong national vision that outlines clear priorities for our transportation 
system.  Precisely because there is a limited supply of federal dollars, we must evaluate potential 
investments based on their ability to reduce hours spent in traffic, curb emissions, and connect affordable 
homes and jobs, similar to the federal TIGER program. The criteria should not be about how much is 
spent, but rather whether each investment gets us closer to our goals. 
 
As a member of the Transportation for America Coalition from Illinois, the Metropolitan Planning Council 
(MPC) believes that the earmark-driven, unaccountable spending of the past must end. Americans are 
unwilling to increase the amount of funding for transportation if the money goes into the same broken, 
system.   
 
A strategic transportation planning process would analyze investment and development scenarios and 
compare the results of each scenario based on broad performance goals.  This process would inform 
policymakers and the public on the benefits and consequences of different transportation and 
development investments.  Successful communities have been able to take steps to reduce congestion, 
household transportation costs, and improve access to viable transportation options.   
 
For example the seven counties and 284 communities that make up the Chicago Metropolitan Agency of 
Planning came together and developed a strategic plan; Go To 2040, to work to meet the rapid growth 
and needs that exceeded available revenues.  Working together, the region set clearly defined strategies 
to influence future growth policies.  The region compared a business as usual scenario to three others, 
enabling them to provide several different options to the communities affected by the plan and show 
how each would impact taxes, infrastructure investments, congestion, and household costs.  Aspects of 
the three alternatives were combined to develop our regional long-range plan, Go To 2040 that will drive 
investments. 
 
The next federal surface transportation bill (T4) offers the best opportunity to change the way America 
invests to improve our global competitiveness, as well as community livability and sustainability.  By 
strategically investing precious tax dollars rather than spending them, and getting more from dollars 
already spent to improve quality of life, clean the air, and generate much-needed economic development. 
We urge you to incorporate strategic planning principles in reauthorization of the next surface 
transportation bill.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peter Skosey 
Vice President 
Metropolitan Planning Council 
140 S. Dearborn, Suite 140 
Chicago Il. 60603 
312-863-6004 
PSkosey@metroplanning.org  


