
 
October 28, 2010 

BY RICH JAMES, (219) 648-3117
GARY -- U.S. Rep. Peter Visclosky told participants at a seminar to help rebuild Gary to stop feeling sorry for themselves and start acting.

“The first thing when we walk out of this room is (to stop) feeling sorry for ourselves because we live in Gary, Ind., and Northwest Indiana,” Visclosky said. 
“We are on the largest body of fresh water on the planet Earth.”

The event was hosted by the Chicago-based Metropolitan Planning Council. 

“We ought to stop feeling sorry for ourselves. I have hundreds of colleagues who would die to have what’s here,” Visclosky added.

“We are sitting on a pot of gold here and ought to take some action. We are thinking regionally, let’s move on to another subject. We have to start acting 
regionally.”

Without mentioning any particular project, Visclosky challenged Gary leaders to think beyond hitting home runs.

“Let’s get some people on base, hit a couple of singles and score some runs,” Visclosky said, adding that people in Gary have been saying they are getting 
close to the take-off of the Gary/Chicago International Airport ever since his father was briefly Gary mayor 47 years ago.

Later in the session, participants were asked to rank a host of projects -- largely those being pushed by the Regional Development Authority, the Marquette 
Plan and Mayor Rudy Clay.

The land-based casino and the Jackson museum -- those some consider to be home runs -- ranked near the bottom.

Those ranking at the top were the airport, the University Park project involving Indiana University Northwest, the Gary schools and the Boys and Girls Clubs 
and the development of Broadway from downtown to midtown.

Ron Sims, the deputy secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development, said, “I have seen Akron and Toledo go through this process and 
come out the other end and Gary can, too.”

“We have demands (for money) all over the United States,” Sims said. “There are things that tell us a region is ready to go. What’s at stake is who wins and 
loses. It come down to heart, guts and desire.”

Kim Burnett, a consultant with the Brookings Institute, has spent considerable time in New Orleans helping to rebuild that city.

“Your flood happened over decades,” Burnett said about Gary. “Their flood happened in 24 hours.”

And she challenged Northwest Indiana not to wait for help.

“You are the ones you have been waiting for,” Burnett said. “I know people who would kill to have this urban area.”

Burnett, however, told Northwest Indiana that it must market itself differently. “There is a stigma to this region,” Burnett said.

Sandra Moore, the director of Urban Strategies, a nationwide planning group, added, “You are going to have to rebrand (the region).”

Clay said he was heartened by the session.

“The key is that people came out from all walks of life,” Clay said. “All we have ever asked is help us. When you help us, we all benefit.”

Mary Sue Barrett, the president of the MPC, opened the daylong session by saying, “First and foremost is to walk out of here with some priorities.”

While there was some talk about proposed projects and those in the works, there was no effort to finalize priorities.

Most speakers at the session talked in general terms about planning and urban renewal.

Planners said there would be more reach-out to the community as well as an effort to identify which projects are the most feasible.

The emphasis was to pick two to four projects rather than a laundry list. 

Visclosky challenges region to take action, rebuild Gary
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BY RICH JAMES, (219) 648-3117
GARY -- The Chicago-based Metropolitan Planning Council today will launch the Gary and Region Investment Project -- an effort to heighten the economic 
fiber of Northwest Indiana.

As many as 200 participants from local, state and federal levels will take part in a day-long session at the Genesis Convention Center.

Peter Skosey, the vice president of the MPC, said the intent today is to reach a consensus on the most doable projects.

That, Skosey said, will require getting local mayors working with federal and state legislators.

“If we as a region come together on a few key projects, we can begin to move the region forward,” Skosey said. “We understand there are big challenges. It 
is possible to alter your future.”

Kristi DeLaurentiis, the MPC’s government relations director, added, “You have to leave parochialism behind to move forward.”

While the MPC’s approach will be regional, its focus will be on Gary, a city plagued by financial, crime and social problems.

While crime may be Gary’s biggest concern, Skosey said the approach must be broader.

“Addressing crime alone isn’t the solution,” Skosey said. “Business, like people, won’t commit until they see a commitment. The early effort has to be govern-
ment. If you can do that, you can get (the corporations) to reinvest.”

If any of the targeted projects are to succeed, there has to be a cooperative effort locally, the planners said.

“The federal administration priorities have changed,” DeLaurentiis said. “The federal government wants to focus on those looking to work across (municipal) 
borders.”

Among those expected play a key role today is Ron Sims, deputy secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

Sims visited Gary in July 2009 to take stock of the city.

Sims acknowledged that naysayers may wonder why Gary would be a starting point.

“Gary provides a real opportunity if it has a road map,” Sims said. “It didn’t have one.

“The goal is to say this is how we are going to begin this blueprint product. It is a place of opportunity once we have a road map. Our role is to say we are 
going to be there as you go through your blueprint.

“You have to have an inventory of assets and then act.”

Sims said those assets include passenger rail, an underutilized airport, a university, land for housing and recent improvements to the freeway system.

While the Gary and Region Investment Project may be a new initiative, it clearly is drawing on things that already are in the works or are in the planning 
stages.

Among those are a host of Regional Development Authority projects, Marquette Plan projects, Gary Mayor Rudy Clay’s Downtown/Midtown Broadway Plan, 
a land-based casino for Gary, airport expansion, a Gateway Business Park at Interstate 65 and U.S. 12/20, the Jackson Family Museum, the Marquette Park 
Improvement Plan, commuter rail expansion and the University Park Plan developed under former Gary Mayor Scott King.

And, why is a Chicago-based planning agency venturing into Northwest Indiana?

“Northwest Indiana is as key a part of the region as any subsection on the other side of border,” Skosey said. “The state border is just another line on the 
map.”

The MPC has an annual budget of $3.5 million. Forty percent of its funding is corporate, while another 40 percent comes from foundations. Miscellaneous 
sources make up the remainder.

Economic future focus of project
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