
May 19, 2005 
 
Governor Rod Blagojevich 
207 Statehouse 
Springfield, IL 62706  
 
Re: Senate Bill 75 and HB 603 
 
Dear Governor Blagojevich: 
 
On behalf of the Metropolitan Planning Council and as an Executive Committee member of your Affordable Housing 
Task Force,  I am writing to thank you for your leadership on housing issues in Illinois and to urge you to sign two 
historic pieces of housing legislation passed by this year’s General Assembly. 
 
The Rental Housing Support Bill and the extension of the State’s successful Housing Donation Tax Credit Program 
both advance the housing priorities articulated in “Building for Success: Illinois Comprehensive Housing Plan.”   
While SB 75 (the Rental Housing Support Bill) creates a desperately needed subsidy to help approximately 5,500 of  
the state’s most vulnerable households afford housing and avoid homelessness, HB 603 (the Illinois Affordable 
Housing Tax Credit Extension) continues a successful program leveraging private sector investment in both housing 
development and employer-assisted housing.   
  
Both programs learn from local and nationwide best practices, while tapping the unique expertise and addressing the 
unique demands of Illinois.  The Employer-Assisted Housing program, advanced through HB 603, is recognized as 
model nationwide for promoting workforce housing.  And SB 75 deepens the support available to entry level workers 
and other very low-income people, including seniors and individuals with special needs. 
 
Your Comprehensive Housing and Plan and Affordable Housing Task Force continue to advance the policy objectives 
outlined in the Executive Order you signed in September, 2003, and tremendous progress is underway.  But critical to 
this activity is the availability of the precious resources created through the Rental Housing Support Bill and Illinois 
Affordable Housing Tax Credit Extension. 
 
As a regional policy and advocacy organization promoting sensible growth, equity of opportunity and economic 
competitiveness, MPC embraces your  
commitment to bolster quality housing options at all price points as a central component of neighborhood stability and 
community development.   Thanks to your leadership, Illinois has its first-ever housing policy and a roadmap for 
leveraging public and private sector support to realize the priorities it outlines.  We hope you agree that these two 
pieces of legislation are essential avenues “building for success” in Illinois. 
 
Please feel free to call upon us if you have any questions, or if we can offer further support to the State in advancing 
our common goals. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robin Snyderman 
Housing Director  
 
Cc Joyce Probst 
Kelly King Dibble 
Sen. William Peterson 
Sen. Iris Martinez 
Rep. Art Turner 
Rep. Julie Hamos 
 


