Frequently Asked Questions
Do property values increase in mixedincome neighborhoods?

What Are Mixed-Income Communities?

M
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offer

Yes. In mixed-income communities, market
rate, affordable, and subsidized units are all
built to the same quality standards. Study
after study shows that well-managed and
well-designed housing retains its value
regardless of whether it is affordable or not.

stable, attractive housing
affordable to people

in a wide range of income groups.

include traditional

Moreover, mixed-income communities often
improve neighborhood stability and appeal
and, in doing so, boost nearby property
values.

single-family homes,

Are mixed-income communities safe?

luxury condominiums,

Yes, mixed-income communities are designed
with safety and security in mind.

These developments
Why live in mixed-income housing?
New homes at reasonable prices and rents.
Buyers and renters often can obtain larger
new homes, or ones with more amenities and
higher quality materials, at better prices than
comparable units in other developments.
Creating community. The mix of incomes
may make it easier to live near family and
friends with different housing needs or
income levels.

townhomes, and affordable apartments that

Property managers verify that renters moving
into the community are current with rent and
utility payments, meet the terms of their
current leases, have good housekeeping
records, and do not have unauthorized
occupants living in their units.

are designed and managed to blend in seamlessly, creating neighborhoods attractive to
a variety of residents.
Families and individuals at all

Good location. Many new, mixed-income
communities are located very close to public
transportation, Lake Michigan, the Loop, or
other amenities.

stages of life – from those just starting out to
empty nesters – can find homes appropriate

There are many successful examples of mixed-income

Diversity. Mixed-income communities offer
the diversity of city life and living near
different types of people.

to their needs and income levels. For example,

communities across the United States, serving home-

teachers, police officers, and people working in

owners and renters in both rehabbed and newly devel-

the service sector choose mixed-income devel-

oped properties. And all around Chicago, thousands

Mixed-income housing is not a new idea.

opments in order to live near work or stay within their housing

of homes are currently being developed as part of

budgets. Grandparents on fixed incomes can live in apartments

mixed- income communities.

down the street from grandchildren living in a different home.
Luxury owners choose mixed-income developments
because they offer a good value, are located in attractive neighborhoods, or the development offers other amenities they can’t
get elsewhere.

In addition, mixed-income communities
may have other requirements that screen
prospective tenants for criminal backgrounds,
a history of failure to pay rent, or lease
violations.
The developments look nice now,
but will residents work to keep the
neighborhood nice in the future?
Developers and property managers of mixedincome communities are all highly respected
locally and nationally. They were selected for
these communities because of their strong
track records at other developments and
highly regarded property management skills.
All of the developers are professionally
and financially committed to making these
communities work. They are receiving strong
support from public, private and nonprofit
sources, so that they can invest the time and
resources needed to make these communities
successful both initially and in the long-term.

Who lives in mixed-income communities?
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in Chicago

typically offer the following types of homes:

Homes for people who pay market-rate rents or purchase
prices. These individuals and families typically have higher

incomes because they are professionals, both partners work,
or the primary wage earner has enough income to afford
market rates.
Affordable homes for people who qualify for rental and homeownership assistance programs. Families and individuals living in afford-

Affordable housing is
decent, quality housing that
low-, moderate-, and middle-income families can
afford to buy or rent without
spending more than 30 percent of their income. This is
the same standard used by
banks to approve home
mortgages.

able housing pay lower rents and mortgages. These are
people who work regularly, but have average or below
average income.
Homes for low-income families, who pay very low rent.

These individuals are working or involved in activities that
lead to work, such as job training, employment counseling, secondary and post-secondary education, and other
programs, unless they are disabled. Typically, they are
employed in low or moderate-paying jobs.

The number of people in each of these three groups varies from community
to community. Some developments combine two kinds of housing, while
others offer a mix of all three.
For more information on
mixed-income housing in Chicago,
visit the Metropolitan
Planning Council Web site:
www.metroplanning.org
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What is
“Affordable Housing”?

MIXED-INCOME COMMUNITIES IN CHICAGO

New, Attractive
Housing in Great
Locations

