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Study mission: Recommend new state incentives for multi-benefit 
floodplain development

What is ñmulti-benefit floodplain developmentò?
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Mississippi River at Moline, IL by Olivia Dorothy



Floodplains are any low-lying area that is subject to flooding.

Just like rivers, floodplains can be big or small. 

The same hydraulic and geologic forces apply to rivers, creeks, streams, ditches, and storm sewers.
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Illinois River, IL by Chris Young Urban Ditch by Illinois DNR



Study mission: Recommend new state incentives for multi-benefit 
floodplain development

What is ñmulti-benefit floodplain developmentò?
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Edwards River, IL by Roy Plasschaert and aerial support by LightHawk



Land development is driving the loss of floodplain benefits.

In Illinois, 41% of riparian areas are in a ñdisturbed land useò
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Illinois River by Chris Young Mississippi River at Alton by Tailia Long



Study mission: Recommend new state incentives for multi-benefit 
floodplain development

What is ñmulti-benefit floodplain developmentò?
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Mississippi River at East Moline, IL by Olivia Dorothy



Multi-benefit projects aim to address disparate needs and 
community priorities in the same space. 

Mississippi River at Davenport by Olivia Dorothy
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Multi-benefit floodplain development seeks to improve community 
resilience AND maximize healthy floodplain functions.
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Mississippi River at Alexandria by Roy 
Plasscheart and aerial support by LightHawk Creative CommonsIrrigation by Olivia Dorothy Mississippi River by Olivia Dorothy
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Why do we need to change how we develop floodplains? 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/
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