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Summary – CSC November Meeting 
 
Neighborhood Flooding, Regional Flooding and the Cook County Land Bank Authority 
 
Why does it make sense to prioritize neighborhood flooding or regional flooding? 
 
The groups debated the value in prioritizing neighborhood flooding.  Those who supported this effort 
see the CCLBA as a potential leader in stormwater management.  Supporters stated that individual 
property owners do not have the means to handle repeated flooding and the list of properties that face 
this issue is getting extensive. The benefit of a neighborhood level approach on behalf of CCLBA, would 
increase the existing capacity to manage stormwater, but also implement visible interventions that 
serve community-specific needs. To be effective in this approach, CCLBA should consider what type of 
spokesperson and outreach would be needed. Supporters also suggested looking toward other land 
banks for examples of best practices and suggested partnering with the South Suburban Land Bank and 
Development Authority. 
 
Those who were not in support of prioritizing neighborhood flooding worry that the neighborhood 
approach introduces problems beyond traditional land management. Acquiring the land and then 
transforming that land is an extensive process.  Some who opposed said that the CCLBA needs to 
consider long-term feasibility versus short term priorities and how the neighborhood approach achieves 
these goals. Finally, one concern was that one neighborhood’s water management might result in 
another neighborhood’s flooding, which calls for coordination between neighborhood flooding efforts 
and at the point, it’s really a regional approach. The only table who discussed regional flooding thought 
it was a bad policy for the land bank.  They did, however, note that property would be easier to find 
because they are located in a flood plain. 
 
Does scattered site acquisition or aggregation make more sense? 
The groups saw advantages to both scattered site acquisition and site aggregation, depending on the 
circumstances. Some said scattered sites make more sense for neighborhood flooding and aggregated 
sites make sense for overbank flooding, depending on the type of flood risk.  For example, scattered site 
makes sense in Blue Island while aggregation would work best in Midlothian.  Some suggested creating a 
cost-benefit diagram to evaluate the maintenance and viability of specific uses to inform whether 
scattered sites or aggregated sites make more sense. 
 
Supporters of scattered sites said residents might feel that they can do something at that level and be 
more inclined to get involved. However, if one entity, such as the CCLBA, were charged with maintaining 
scattered sites, those who opposed scattered sites said there could be a strain on resources.   
 
Supporters of aggregating sites suggested that impacts increase at scale, such as neighborhood 
greening. Supporters of aggregating sites suggested that cost also becomes economic at scale. Though, 
one concern for aggregated sites is the long-term end use.  The groups questioned whether the deeds 
for the aggregated sites would remain separate or would be consolidated and how each scenario would 
affect repurposing the property in the future.  
 
 
What variables should be considered when assessing a parcel of land to prevent neighborhood flooding? 

- Flood risk, especially repeated flooding 
- Topography and elevation 



- Vacancy and ownership 
- Zoning  
- Soil and vegetation types 
- Development potential 
- Community perception and backing  
- Contamination / pollution 
- Land use history 
- Liability deeds 
- Potential for development  
- Proximity to MWRD land 

 
Are there existing GIS shapefiles that CCLBA could use? 

- Green infrastructure mapping by SSMMA and Chicago Wilderness 
- Data from Thornton Creek sanitary district 
- MWRD Watershed plans 
- Distance to existing parks to find ‘park deserts’ (this data needed) 
- Cook County topography 
- Flowpath data, which can be found in detailed watershed plans 
- MWRD and SSMMA have damage and risk information for residential areas in flood plains – 

would be helpful to overlay with foreclosed and tax delinquent properties 
- Any method of quantifying risk so that effective cost / benefit analysis can be run 
- Open space connectivity 

 
 
What problems do you see from CCLBA prioritizing neighborhood flooding? 
 
The biggest problem is that redevelopment takes precedence in the eyes of the public and elected 
officials. People want to see development and anything else is a harder sell. To ease this, some 
suggested setting realistic expectations for the community through public outreach to help people 
understand that the goal of acquiring these sites would be stormwater management. 
 
There is also a risk that a lot of properties have issues with pollution and contamination.  CCLBA needs 
to be aware of hazardous waste, what type of clean up strategy would be appropriate, and the 
associated costs.  CCLBA also needs to be aware of maintenance costs, even for properties that do not 
have issues with pollution. 
 
What entities in Cook County seem most likely willing to take over long term ownership and 
management of land when prioritizing neighborhood flood prevention? 
 

- South Suburban Land Bank and Development Authority 
- Residents 
- Private sector and private property owners 
- Land trusts 
- Park districts – possibly schools or libraries 
- Cook County should be entrepreneurial – it could create a new financing authority to hold 

properties, much like a land trust 
- Long term conservation easements for aggregated properties, but this requires large parcels.  

Only Open Lands and the State of Illinois hold big parcels for habitat. 



 
What would end use look like? 
 
For scattered site properties, the groups suggested uses such as small scale green space that could serve 
as food gardens, rain gardens, or side yards. For large aggregated sites, the group suggested uses such 
as recreational areas, animal and wildlife habitats, and detention ponds. One suggestion envisioned a 
network of wetlands that could serve all of these uses.  


