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Mayoral Debate Questions

Foreign Policy magazine ranked Chicago sixth in its 2010 Global Cities
Index, up two spots from 2008. Yet, the Brookings Institution has
documented how far we have to go to meet President Obama’s
challenge of doubling our exports — currently 13% of GDP — in five
years. With Chicago’s economic competition being increasingly global,
what do you see as our growth sectors? What will you do as mayor to
promote them?

Chicago spent more than three years and nearly $50 million preparing
its bid for the 2016 Olympics. In light of the down market, how will you
make use of that work, as it relates to neighborhood redevelopment
such as reuse of the Michael Reese Hospital site, and transit investment
such as Bus Rapid Transit?

In October 2010, the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
released its GO TO 2040 comprehensive regional plan. What role do you
see for Chicago, and yourself as mayor, in facilitating the regional
cooperation and coordinated investment that is at the core of that plan?
How will you continue to work closely with other regional mayors?

A 2010 study by the Metropolitan Planning Council identified portions
of the Stevenson (I-55) and Kennedy (I-90/94) expressways as suitable
for congestion pricing lanes — where drivers would pay a fee at certain
times of day to avoid traffic gridlock. Would you support congestion
pricing on Chicago expressways? After paying for construction and
maintenance, would you support using a portion of the proceeds to
fund transit expansion?

Prescription and illicit drugs and unregulated substance like chromium-6,
linked to stomach cancer, are just some of the contaminants that end up
in Chicago's water supply. What is your plan for ensuring Chicago has
the safest, cleanest water possible? Do you think the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District should disinfect wastewater before it enters
the Chicago River?

Employer-Assisted Housing is a proven strategy for generating private
sector investment in workforce housing. More than 30 Chicago
employers offer such a benefit, including Harris Bank, Loyola University
and Rush University. What role do you see for the city, private sector and
others in ensuring an adequate range of housing options available to
Chicagoans at all income levels?

For additional information or clarification, contact Kim Grimshaw Bolton,
MPC communications director, at kbolton@metroplanning.org or 312-863-
6020.

140 South Dearborn
Suite 1400
Chicago, lllinois 60603

P 312922 5616
F 3129225619
metroplanning.org

Board of Governors
King Harris «
Chair

Joseph A. Gregoire «
Vice Chair

Jesse H. Ruiz
Vice Chair

Paul Carlisle
Vice Chair-Development

James P. Stirling -
Vice Chair—Development

Lisa Snow +
Treasurer

John M. McDonough -
General Counsel

Lee M. Mitchell -
Past Chair

Rolando R. Acosta

Rita R. Athas

John W. Baird
Lawrence T. Borgard
Dr. Byron Brazier
Carole L. Brown

Todd C. Brown +

John A. Buck
Christopher B. Burke
Nora Moreno Cargie
Ellen Carnahan

Pedro J. Cevallos-Candau
Lester Crown

Jon B. DeVries

Sidney R. Dillard

Ann M. Drake -

Robert V. Fitzsimmons -
James C. Franczek, Jr. «
John S. Gates, Jr.
Joseph A. Gonzalez
Linda Goodman
Jacques N. Gordon -
M. Hill Hammock -

Kathy Hopinkah Hannan -

David Hiller

Julie M. Howard
Lawrence Howe
Bernard Loyd

Mary K. Ludgin

Sari L. Macrie

Peter Malecek
James E. Mann -
Gregory T. Mutz
Paul E. Nowicki

J. Scot Pepper -
Stephen M. Porras
Anne R. Pramaggiore
Quintin E. Primo, lll
Jorge Ramirez
George A. Ranney, Jr. +
Douglas P. Regan
Kevin C. Richardson
Jean Rudd

Maria N. Saldana -
Martin Stern

Bruce W. Taylor
Mary White Vasys
Paula Wolff -

President
MarySue Barrett -

Executive Committee «

Executive Advisors
Karen M. Atwood
BlueCross BlueShield
of lllinois

Lawrence T. Borgard
Integrys Energy Group

Ellen M. Costello
Harris Bank

Craig J. Duchossois
The Duchossois Group, Inc

Colin Dyer
Jones Lang LaSalle

Joseph A. Gregoire
PNC Bank

Stephen J. Hagge
AptarGroup, Inc.

Edward R. Hamberger
Association of American
Railroads

Kathy Hopinkah Hannan
KPMG LLP

Frederick A. Krehbiel
Molex Incorporated

Timothy Maloney
Bank of America

David J. Neithercut
Equity Residential

J. Marshall Peck
InterPark Holdings, Inc.

Thomas Pontarelli
CNA Insurance

John W. Rowe
Exelon

David B. Speer

Illinois Tool Works Inc

Frederick H. Waddell
Northern Trust

Edward J. Wehmer
Wintrust Financial Corp.


mailto:kbolton@metroplanning.org

