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AGENDA 

1. Understand the benefits of Blue Green Parks

2. Review urban precedents of Blue Green Parks

3. Share key elements of TSW’s stormwater toolkit

4. Q&A



Blue Green Park Benefits

What are Blue Green Parks?

Blue Green Parks integrate programmed park space + 
green infrastructure stormwater elements to 
maximize useable open space.  



Blue Green Park Benefits

Blue Green Parks…

• Work with the land to improve stormwater 
outcomes

• Reduce grey infrastructure
• Increase access to open space
• Create value
• Elevate stormwater visibility



Blue Green Park Benefits – Community Scale

Traditional Blue- Green

87% developed
13% storm + park

• 100% useable 
green space

Focused use Shared use 

9% 

4% 

1.4% 



Traditional Blue- Green

• 100% useable 
green space

• Capture at source

Piped conveyance Surface conveyance

Blue Green Park Benefits – Community Scale



Traditional Blue- Green

• 100% useable 
green space

• Capture at source
• Better park access

Long walk
Fewer parks

Short walk
More parks

Blue Green Park Benefits – Community Scale



Traditional Blue- Green

• 100% useable 
green space

• Capture at source
• Better park access
• 56% more park 

valuable frontage

Fewer desirable lots More desirable lots

Blue Green Park Benefits – Community Scale



Blue Green Park Benefits – Site Scale 

• Share program 
space with 
stormwater

• 10% more 
useable area

• Distributed – less 
conveyance



Blue Green Park Precedents

Blue Green Park Precedents

• Rodney Cook Park - Atlanta     HDR
• Glenwood Park - Atlanta   TSW Planning
• Capitol Cascades Trail – Tallahassee, FL  TSW
• Chason Park - Bainbridge, GA TSW



Blue Green Park Precedents

Rodney Cook Park

• Atlanta, GA
• Owner – Trust of Public Land
• Designer - HDR



Precedents – Rodney Cook Park Atlanta HDR

½ mile

Watershed

Headwaters to tributary of Sweetwater Creek included drainage from Mercedes 
Benz Stadium, Georgia World Congress Center, State Farm Arena, and 
surrounding neighborhood. The park is located at the confluence of tributaries 
that had historically had flooding issues. 



Precedents – Rodney Cook Park Atlanta HDR

• 16 Acres
• 10-million-gallon storage 

capacity
• Constructed Wetlands
• Integrates park space and 

flood control

Produced by HDR

Designed for 
People + Water



Precedents – Rodney Cook Park Atlanta HDR



Blue Green Park Precedents

Glenwood Park

• Atlanta, GA
• Developer – Green Street Properties
• Planners - TSW



Precedents – Glenwood Park

28-acre Glenwood Park is a brownfield redevelopment 
with a traditional neighborhood design that is walkable 
and has a main street environment. The neighborhood 
has a preservation and environmental theme with a focus 
on contextual design and conservation. 



Precedents – Glenwood Park

Glenwood park reduced the amount of stormwater 
runoff from its site by approximately 2/3 and treats 
61,000 cubic feet of water for every 1.2” of rainfall



Blue Green Park Precedents

Capitol Cascades Trail

• Tallahassee FL
• Developer – Blueprint
• Designers – TSW, George and Associates Civil



Precedents – Capitol Cascades Trail + Parks

Overview
Key project goals - create 
parks and trails that:
• Heal the environment
• Educate the public
• Promote healthy 

communities
• Provide equitable access 

to open space

Blueprint is an Intergovernmental Agency in Tallahassee Florida focused on 
addressing the community’s infrastructure needs, based on a concept of holistic 
infrastructure planning and community redevelopment. The program promotes 
multi-use corridors, park-like regional stormwater facilities for water-quality 
protection, alternative transportation, passive recreation and wildlife-habitat 
preservation as it builds the infrastructure the community envisions. Blueprint 
(https://blueprintia.org/)

Segment 4
1.7 Miles



Corridor 
• LID Trail Features
• Parks Treat + Store 

Offsite storm 
water

Precedents – Capitol Cascades Trail + Parks



Lake Bradford 
Park
• Passive park
• Water focused 

education
• Collect + treat 

offsite storm 
water

• Bioretention

Precedents – Capitol Cascades Trail + Parks



Precedents – Capitol Cascades Trail + Parks

Springhill Park
• Passive park
• Water focused 

education
• Collect + treat 

offsite storm 
water

• Bioretention



Chason Park

• Bainbridge, GA
• Developer – City of Bainbridge
• Designers – TSW, Volkert Civil



Precedents – Chason Park, Bainbridge GA

Overview
• Passive and active 

park
• Multiple integrated 

LID elements
• Greywater reuse
• Education 

“Riverstory”

3 acres



Chason Park mission 
big park model image

Precedents – Chason Park, Bainbridge GA



Precedents – Chason Park, Bainbridge GA

Park Programming
• Playgrounds
• Splashpad
• Historic Fort
• Market Street
• Amphitheater
• Event Overlook
• Pollinator Gardens
• Restrooms
• “Riverstory”



Precedents – Chason Park, Bainbridge GA

Blue Green 
Treatment Train
1. Permeable Paving
2. Stormwater Planter
3. Bio Retention
4. Lawn Depression
5. Cistern

Storage and Treatment: 
7236 cu/ft
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Precedents – Chason Park, Bainbridge GA



Precedents – Chason Park, Bainbridge GA

Cistern

Market Street

Stormwater Planter + Permeable Pavers



Green Infrastructure Toolkit

• Blue Green Ideas for Stormwater
• Know the soils
• Work with Civil on hydrology

Green Infrastructure Toolkit



Green Infrastructure Toolkit



Green Infrastructure Toolkit



Questions
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