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Who Are We?

Stormwater Management in DuPage County
• Countywide program established in 1989
• Guided by the Stormwater Management Planning Committee & Plan
• Enforce the Countywide Stormwater Management & Floodplain Ordinance
• Flood Control Facilities have a floodwater capacity of nearly 6 billion gallons

Programs
• Watershed Management
• Water Quality
• Floodplain Mapping
• Regulatory Services
• Flood Control Operations & Maintenance 
• Shared Services



Stormwater Management Grants

Municipal Grant Programs
• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Municipal Stormwater Grants ($8,000,000)
• Water Quality Improvement Program ($300,000)

Township Program
• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Municipal Stormwater Grants ($1,000,000)

• COMING SOON!



ARPA Funding

ARPA Overview
• DuPage County received $179.3 million in ARPA funding
• Departments and Local Agencies received shares, including Stormwater Management Department
• Flood Control and Water Quality Projects both eligible expenses
• In total, Stormwater Management Department received ~$22,000,000 in ARPA funds



ARPA Funding

Stormwater Management ARPA Spending
• Capital Projects: ~$20,000,000

• DuPage County Flood Control, Drainage & Water Quality Projects
• Municipal Flood Control, Drainage & Water Quality Projects
• Township Drainage Projects

• Contracts: ~$1,100,000
• Staff: ~$900,000

Guidelines
• Must meet State Revolving Loan Fund criteria
• Must be OBLIGATED by Dec 2025 and SPENT by Dec 2026



ARPA Grant Program

Municipal Grant Program Parameters
• Allocated $8,000,000 to this program
• 50/50 cost share or up to $500,000 per project
• All funds must be spent by December 2024 (Shovel-Ready)
• Must meet ARPA spending criteria
• Grant application period open from February 2022 until April 2022

Bonus Considerations
• Resilient Projects
• Environmental Justice Areas
• Critical Infrastructure



ARPA Grant Program

Application Development
• Established a comprehensive Grant Funding Packet

• Project Compliance Criteria
• Project Prioritization Criteria & Grading Scale
• Administrative Policies & Processes

• Created a Virtual Funding Application
• Published weekly FAQs

Outreach
• Announced via DuPage Mayors & Managers Conference
• Sent a letter to all municipalities
• Presented at monthly Municipal Engineers Group meeting





ARPA Grant Program

Virtual Funding Application
• Established partnership with IT Department
• Uses Formstack technology
• Allows for file uploads
• Correlates with Grant Funding Packet 

Sections
• Applicant/Consultant Contact
• Project Information
• Financial Information
• Summary of Benefits
• Project Attachments







ARPA Grant Program

Applications
• Received 31 applications from 18 municipalities
• Funding requests totaled $9.6 million for projects totaling $48.5 million 

Staff Review
• Reviewed them based on criteria published in the Grant Funding Packet
• Considered whether they were shovel-ready and/or resilient
• Evenly distributed among DuPage County Board Districts
• Made recommendations to the Stormwater Management Planning Committee based on available funds



ARPA Grant Program

Selections
• In total, 26 projects were selected to be funded from 17 

municipalities
• Total allocation was $8,090,548
• Committee approved selections
• Staff now working on Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA) with 

each selected applicant, which will be approved by Committee 
(again) and the DuPage County Board



Water Quality Grant

DuPage County Water Quality Improvement Program (WQIP) Grant
• Awarded to projects that provide a regional water quality benefit
• Developed in 2000
• Reimburses up to 25% of eligible construction costs
• Open to municipalities, as well as businesses, schools, residents, park districts, etc.
• Stormwater Management budgets $300,000 for the grant

History
• Awarded nearly $6 million to date
• 96 Projects Countywide have received funding



Water Quality Grant

Eligible Projects
• Stream Restoration 
• Detention basin retrofits
• Shoreline stabilization
• Green roofs
• Rain gardens
• Permeable pavers
• Other green infrastructure or water quality improvement projects



Previously Funded Projects

Green Infrastructure

Elmhurst Police Department Rain 
Garden (2017)

Jay Stream School Permeable Paver 
Parking Lot, Carol Stream (2016)

Jefferson Junior High Green Initiatives, 
Woodridge (2016)



Previously Funded Projects

Stream, Riparian Restoration & Basin Retrofits

Elizabeth Court Detention 
Basin, Wood Dale (2015)

Arboretum Woods Shoreline 
Stabilization, Lisle Park District 

(2015)

Caddie Corner Park Streambank 
Stabilization, Woodridge Park 

District (2013)



Water Quality Grant

Fiscal Year 2023
• Grant will be announced in October 2022 with 

updated Grant Funding Packet
• Deadline will be January 2023
• Like ARPA, application will be online this year

Learn More
• Water Quality Grant Story Map

https://dupage.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=bd89bad5f88e467fb030a4949e0267fa


Lessons Learned

Grant Tips
• Transparency is so important
• Stick to the published Grant Funding Packet
• Assemble a review team with diverse backgrounds
• Designate a leader to answer all questions, update FAQs, etc. – everything grant-related goes through them
• Working with other departments is helpful
• Use existing resources (thanks Lake County SMC!)

And don’t forget…
• You will have to defend your grant program and selections, so make sure you can back up your work



Questions?

Sarah Hunn, P.E.
Director, DuPage County Stormwater Management

(630) 407-6676

sarah.hunn@dupageco.org


